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Forum “Sustainable Livestock and Animal Welfare - Ukraine

2025"
| Ferum dedicated
to the World Day
q.‘ for Farmed Animals

SUSTAINABLE
LIVESTOCK AND
ANIMAL WELFARE

Ukraine 2025

On 2 October 2025, a forum was held as part of the project to raise
awareness of the process of harmonising national legislation with EU
requirements in the field of animal welfare. The forum also aimed to draw
attention to the urgent need to ensure the effective implementation of farm
animal welfare rules during rearing, transportation and slaughter. More
than 560 participants joined the forum, including representatives of the
Ministry of Economy, Environment and Agriculture of Ukraine, the State
Service of Ukraine for Food Safety and Consumer Protection at the central
and regional levels, industry associations, business associations, livestock
farms and other market operators, scientific and educational institutions,
consumer organizations, as well as international technical assistance
projects in the field of animal health and welfare.

Throughout the event, participants were very engaged, asking the speakers
and panellists many questions, which demonstrates the relevance of the
forum's topics.

For more information about the Forum, please visit:
https://sulawe.org/story/sustainable-livestock-and-animal-welfare-forum-
ukraine-2025/
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Academic student mobility means not only new knowledge,
but also new friends

As part of the SULAWE project, master's students from NUBIiP of Ukraine,
PSAU, and LNUVMB named after S.Z. Gzhytsky completed a five-month
internship at Ukrainian partner universities from January to June 2025.
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The students studied subjects such as the newly developed SULAWE modules
'‘Sustainable Animal Husbandry', 'Animal Welfare' and 'Digital Animal
Husbandry'. They had the opportunity to attend practical classes in
university laboratories and veterinary clinics, communicate with teachers
and students, and participate in various university events. It was important
that students were able to apply their theoretical knowledge in practice, and
teachers devoted a lot of time to working with them individually.

Thanks to the support of the teaching staff and the friendly atmosphere,
students from different universities were able to adapt to the new
environment easily and quickly felt like full members of the academic
community.

You can find student feedback on academic mobility at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLyxLG IqbG33isdvyherFU8KbvItzuh3V
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Working meetings: the key to successful project
implementation
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On 10 October 2025, a Jour Fixe meeting of consortium members was held.
Project partners discussed several important issues, including receiving
feedback and disseminating information about the SULAWE Summer School
and student physical mobility, receiving reports and other documentation on
the evaluation of LLL courses, planning an online seminar on policy
recommendations for 2Ist November 2025, developing a sustainable
development strategy, reporting on the evaluation of student physical
mobility in Ukraine, and planning the latest newsletter and outreach
activities.

Much attention was paid to the forum Sustainable Livestock Farming and
Animal Welfare — Ukraine 2025. The results, high quality of the event, great
interest of the audience and conclusions/outlook for the future were
discussed.




‘ The sixth online project Steering Committee meeting

On October 30, 2025, the sixth project Steering Committee meeting took
place online. Representatives of all partner organizations and universities
participated in the meeting.

Among the issues discussed were: a review of activities implemented from
April 2025 to October 2025. Namely: the implementation of |16 student
mobilities in Ukraine and the SULAWE Summer School, the development of
didactic recommendations, the sustainability strategy, as well as policy
recommendations, the conduct of LLL courses, the organization of a final
external evaluation, the preparation of the workshop on policy
recommendations, and the organization of a final conference.

Students who participated in student mobility joined the meeting. It was very
interesting to hear their opinions. The students gave interesting insights
and recommendations for the organisation of student mobilities in the
future.

Among other issues discussed were the following: the work of LLL centers,
study visits by teachers, presentation of didactic recommendations, and
review of the project website.

The meeting ended with a summary of what had been done and a definition of
the work for the next period, until its completion in end of December 2025.




Taking part in the project is the first step towards new
successes

The SULAWE project has been a significant milestone in the professional
development and understanding of animal welfare issues for both students
and teachers. Leading experts from partner universities shared their
thoughts on participating in the project:

Svitlana Usenko, Professor, Department of Animal Productivity
Biology named after Academician O.V. Kvasnytsky, Poltava
State Agrarian University

“Participation in the project contributed to improving the
quality of teaching, developing teaching materials, and
expanding international cooperation and academic mobility for
students and teachers.”

Taras Yakubets, senior lecturer at the Department of Applied
Biology, Animal Breeding and Genetics,

Faculty of Animal Husbandry and Aquatic Bioresources,
National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of
Ukraine:

“I strongly believe that implementing the Sustainable Livestock
Production and Animal Welfare project and developing modern,
interesting, innovation-filled disciplines for the master’s degree
programme has had a positive impact on the quality of education
at our university. This has allowed us to deepen the knowledge
and skills of future livestock specialists, while contributing to the
development of education and the economy in Ukraine. ”
Nadiya Magrelo, Associate Professor, Department of Hygiene,
Sanitation, and General Veterinary Prevention named after
Mykhailo Demchuk, LNUVB named after S. Z. Gzhytskyi:
“Participating in the international SULAWE project was a
valuable professional and personal experience for me. The
project opened up wide opportunities for sharing knowledge and
best practices in the field of animal welfare and sustainable
livestock farming, as well as for collaborating with colleagiies

| from Germany, Slovenia, and Sweden.”’

You can find more reviews from teachers via the following link:

https://sulawe.org/comments-from-academic-staff/



https://sulawe.org/comments-from-academic-staff/

International summer school as a platform for disseminating

information and exchanging ideas

About 69 students, postgraduates and university professors participating in
the SULAWE project took part in the International Summer School. The event
took place virtually at the Centre for Innovative Technologies for Sustainable
Livestock Development and Animal Welfare at the Faculty of Animal
Husbandry and Aquatic Bioresources at the National University of Life and
Environmental Sciences of Ukraine.

Here are the students' impressions of participating in the International
Summer School:

Mykyta Omelchenko, a student at the Faculty of Animal
Husbandry and Food Technology at PSAU.
., Participating in the Erasmus+ International Summer School,
‘Sustainable Animal Husbandry and Animal Welfare',
significantly deepened my knowledge of modern animal
husbandry approaches that take into account animal welfare and
integrate sustainable development principles into agricultural
production practices. I particularly enjoyed the lectures on digital
technologies in animal husbandry and the practical applications
in dairy cattle and poultry farming. I also appreciated the
cooperative atmosphere, the openness of the lecturers and the
friendly interactions between participants from various
universities. *

Danylo Dyomin is a student at the Faculty of Animal Husbandry and
Aquatic Bioresources at NUBI1P of Ukraine:

., Laking part in the International Summer School, 'Sustainable Animal
Husbandry and Animal Welfare', was an added bonus during my
summer internship in 2025! I combine my studies with work at the
Central Kyiv Zoo, so understanding animal welfare principles and how
fo ensure the emotional comfort of animals has been particularly
valuable for me.

You can find more student reviews of the International Summer School here:
https://sulawe.org/participation-in-the-erasmus-international-summer-
school-sustainable-animal-husbandry-and-animal-welfare/
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These policy recommendations are the result of three years
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of fruitful work by all SULAWE project partners

On November 21, 2025, the
consortium presented its
fruitful work on the creation
of Policy Recommendations.
The document includes the
following sections:

. Background

2. Assessment of Current
Policies

3. Best Practices and Case
Studies

L. General Policy
Recommendation

5. Implementation Strategy
6. Sectoral challenges

7. Monitoring and Evaluation
Annexes and references

Policy recommendations are strategic suggestions aimed at guiding
decision-makers toward effective solutions for public issues.

With the creation of policy recommendations, we hope to encourage decision-
makers to consider our arguments and respect our experience, thereby
supporting effective policies in different fields, our case - on animal welfare

issues.

Outlook for the future

This being our final project newsletter, the project consortium would like to
take the opportunity to thank all readers and all partners for the excellent
collaboration over the past three years. We are grateful for the results and
the impact achieved by the SULAWE project and are pleased to sustain them.
As Advent and the Christmas season approach, we wish you a season filled
with peace, joy, and time well spent with loved ones. Wishing you a wonderful,

peaceful and merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.




